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Rediscovering our Club’s History 


Presented by Susan Kruss 


Susan Kruss 1s two years into an estimated 8-year project, research- 
ing and writing a history thesis focusing on the Field Naturalists’ 
Club of Ballarat and its history as A Voice for Nature. Susan gave us 
a glimpse into just a few of the inspiring stories that she has so far 
uncovered from the Club’s history to bring back some memories and 
inspire us to find more to tell her. Due to time restraints, many sto- 
ries were not included in the presentation, but be assured, they are 
not forgotten and will become part of the Club’s recorded history 
that will form the basis of her thesis and maybe even provide the 
foundations for a book in the future. 


Susan has interviewed, many past and current members of the Club 
and those associated with it from other organisations, to hear first- 
person accounts and anecdotes of Club field trips, luminaries, pre- 
senters, focuses and projects, and to seek photos and slides. She is 
meticulously going through the Club’s Minute books and many other 
archives, unearthing fascinating information about the Club’s activi- 
ties and achievements through its three iterations. Her research has 
looked at the influence and activities of members not just within the 
club, but beyond to the wider community as their interest, passion 
and expertise grew. 


Susan began her research via the Club’s 25" anniversary history 
booklet (1977) and she has taken her cue from it, in seeing the pre- 
sent club’s history as going back to the original 1882 field club. It 
was the third Field Club in Victoria with the Geelong Club formed in 
1880, a few months before the FNCV (the oldest continuously exist- 
ing club, but not the oldest club). The booklet gave her a great in- 
sight into what the Club sees as significant in its history. Also the 


Club’s book Discovering Ballarat’s Bushland highlights the local 
areas regarded as significant by the Club. 


Susan began by setting the context for the first iteration of our 
Club in 1882 when Ballarat was the second largest city in Victoria - 
wealthier than Geelong or Bendigo. Her literature search was aided 
by Edith Fry, a young member of the FNCB in the 1960s and now 
Australiana collection librarian at Ballarat Library. In the library an 
inscription in Jacques Labillardiere’s Novae Hollandiae Plantarum 
Specimen (the first Flora of Australia), published in 1804, pointed to 
early interest in botany shown by the local squatters: Charles La- 
Trobe’s journal describes his horseback travel in western Victoria 
staying with various squatters and seeking out plants with them, and 
Ballarat naturalist Reverend Halley published his classic illustrated 
book on Australian parrots in 1871. 


Ferdinand Krause Micaiah Smith James Oddie 


In 1872, the School of Mines Ballarat (SMB) had opened its tourist- 
attracting natural history museum. In 1881 two new lecturers were 
employed by the Ballarat School of Mines — Ferdinand Krause and 
Micaiah (Mica) Smith. They became the driving forces in the estab- 
lishment of the Ballarat Field Club and Science Society (BFCSS) in 
1882 along with James Oddie, the first Society’s President. They 
were joined by other SMB lecturers and members of the public. (See 
photos above of founders ). 


Susan described the noteworthy backgrounds of these men, their re- 
spective qualifications and the German and British university tradi- 


tions that shaped the Club and its focus: to bring together Ballarat 
residents with an interest in natural sciences, particularly geology 
and botany and to share in the advantages of learning along with 
SMB students and lecturers. Following their university traditions of 
excursions, members were taken by the lecturers to surrounding 
countryside on weekends to explore and learn, followed by conver- 
saziones where specimens were examined and discussed, and papers 
read. 


The Society prospered, with 100 members by the end of its first year 
and its Annual Conversazione in 1885 attracted 200 people. A joint 
excursion held with the FNCV in 1885 to Lal Lal and Moorabool 
Falls was described as ‘the first united gathering of amateur natural- 
ists held in Victoria’. A second joint excursion to the You Yangs 
was held in 1886. 


This Society, FBCSS, folded during the 1890’s depression, but 
was re-formed in 1915. One member of the new club was the 
highly-respected and admired lecturer, Mica Smith, mentioned previ- 
ously who was a link with the earlier Club. 


Prominent members at that time were Charles Fenner, Director of 
SMB, lecturer Charles Hoadley who spent a year as a geologist with 
the Mawson Antarctic expedition, lecturer Dick Richards, a physicist 
on the 1915 Shackleton Antarctic expedition, Ida Crump (a teacher 
at Clarendon College), and Thomas Hart, a well-known botanist who 
lectured at SMB before becoming Head of the School of Forestry in 
Creswick (1913-1916). 


This Club’s wildflower shows attracted specimens from all over Vic- 
toria and interstate. Some of these specimens were presented to be 
classified by well-known botanist and naturalist H.B. Williamson. 
One local journalist from The Courier suggested that ‘it was as flow- 
ers and not as botanical specimens that the majority of ... people ... 
regarded the exhibits’ (9 Oct 1916); another suggested that the 
shows had ‘done a great deal to arouse and spread an intelligent in- 
terest in the Australian wild flowers...’ (15 Oct 1917). 


The public were invited to Club excursions hence attracting 30 to 50 
people. They travelled from SMB to nearby locations in drays, and 
sometimes further afield by train. Locations included Mt Warren- 
heip, Black Hill, Werribee Gorge, Mt Buninyong or Lake Burrum- 
beet. This iteration of the Club folded in 1918 due to ‘the general 
difficulty in obtaining lecturers due to the occupation of most mem- 
bers in War Work. The Club’s Minute book is now part of the ar- 
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chive collection at 
!Federation University, 
Mt Helen. This his- 
tory 1s just the begin- 
ning of what Susan 
has uncovered. 
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ySusan went on to de- 
Seiscribe the_- re- 
‘formation of the 
Club in 1952 with a 
—— new suite of  pre- 
eminent naturalists, and it 1s still going strong in 2017. Its objectives 
were expanded to include ‘the preservation and protection of the 
natural environment’. One of the founders was Allan Sonsee, a char- 
ismatic teacher of botany and nature study at Ballarat Teacher’s Col- 
lege and ‘Mr Nature Man’ on the BTV 6 children’s program. Allan 
became the first President, Jack Wheeler, the Secretary, and Mr Eric 
Crimmins, the Treasurer. 


Susan regaled us with many 
delightful and inspiring tales 
about the past and present | 
members of this third and| 
current incarnation of the) 
club, illustrated with photos | 
of the field nat’s in action 
over the last 60 years. I can’t 
do these stories justice here | 
so I will just summarise the 
themes to entice you to read 
the full story on our Club 
website 
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www. fieldnatballarat. wordpress. com 


The Club seems to have had more than its fair share of highly quali- 
fied, well-regarded scientists, geologists, geographers, ornithologists 
and botanists, along with a wonderful collection of passionate, en- 
thusiastic, keen amateur naturalists who have honed their skills, 
knowledge and expertise at the Club. They have garnered excellent 
reputations for their knowledge and input in many arenas over the 
years. In a recent book, noted artist Peter Trusler wrote about his 
time at FNCB, noting that the older members ‘imparted considerable 
depth and wisdom with their knowledge’. He describes it as ‘a 
learning experience with unbridled information that came not via 
curriculum, but via personality.’ 


Susan noted the Culb’s strong relationships with the National Her- 
barium of Victoria, the Dept. of Environment, Land, Water and 
Planning (under its many iterations), Parks Victoria, water and 
catchment management authorities, local government, park friends 
eroups, educational institutions and the general public. These rela- 
tionships have been formed and consolidated through the involve- 
ment of club members in advocacy, submission/ letter-writing, feed- 
back on draft Management Plans and policies, collection of plant 


Pat and Bill Murphy 


FNCB ‘award of 
merit’ medal 1995 


Photos: Pat and Bill Murphy and family 


and animal specimens (including Robert White’s taxidermied Pigmy 
Possum and Hopping Mouse), species list records, Nature Notes, 
cuided walks, artwork, photos, publications and social media, just to 
name a few. 


Susan gathered stories about Allan Sonsee, Jack Wheeler, Stella 
Bedggood, Dr Jim Willis, Roger Thomas, Cliff Beauglehole, Pat 
and Bill Murphy, the Hammond family, the Binns family, the Neth- 
erway’s, Fry’s, Chuk’s, Miss Mary White, Miss Olivia Herbert, Bill 
Lewis, Robert Smith and Phil Day. She illustrated the influence and 
impact of our Club and its members on the management, apprecia- 
tion, understanding and conservation of our natural assets. 


Susan added a nod to those behind the scenes too who might not 
even consider themselves as “naturalists”, but supply suppers, picnic 
lunches, support and encouragement to members 1n countless ways. 


Life-long interests in natural history have been spawned in many 
people through their interaction with the Club and its members. 
Many life-long friendships have developed too, and even the odd 
romance. 


Our thanks go to Susan for her wonderful presentation. It has in- 
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Photo: Gathering for 60th anniversary of FNCB 


deed helped us to rediscover and celebrate our Club’s rich history - 
a history of which we can be very proud, and we eagerly look for- 
ward to the next instalment from Susan. 


Emily Noble 


Change to 6 March Sunday excursion 
Werribee Treatment excursion been postponed until 9 April. 


A new list for Werribee will be prepared at March meeting. 


Instead, J Gregurke will lead an excursion to Mullawallah and 
other local wetlands with the usual departure arrangements. 


On the excursion be prepared to be involved in - 


6 March Clean-up Australia Day 


ailing Shaggy Pea 


KREERERERRERRERRRRRERRRRRRRERRRRRRRERRRRRRRERRRRRREERE 


Scotsburn Fire Recovery Excursion - 5 February 


The first excursion for 2017 was to inspect the area burnt by fire on 
19 December 2015. The fire began near Finns Road on a very hot 
day with strong northerly wind blowing. Later in the day the winds 
swung around to the west and south, and swept the fire to the Mid- 
land Highway south of Clarendon. Over two days, a total of 4,600 
hectares of farm land and forestry plantations were burnt. 


The trees at the end of Finns Road, near the start of the fire, were 
severely burnt. Many are now regrowing from epicormic shoots 
along the trunk or near the base. We were able to identify many of 
the eucalypts from their juvenile foliage including Brown Stringy- 
bark Eucalytus baxteri, Broad-leaved Peppermint £. dives, Narrow- 
leaved Peppermint EF. radiata and Scentbark E aromaphloia. Cherry 
Ballart were also shooting from the base and branches. Wattles in- 
cuding Blackwood Acacia melanoxylon and Hop Wattle A. stricta 
were also regenerating. 


Along a gully, Indra's young eyes and ears soon found several spe- 
cies of birds. A young Shining Bronze-Cuckoo was being fed by a 
thornbill. Red-browed Finch, Striated Pardalote, Grey Fantail were 
also active in the gully. Indra's bird list for the excursion 1s included 
at the end of this report. 


After a morning tea stop on a treed lane we stopped to view a Sugar 
Gum plantation which suffered some damage in the fire. The planta- 
tion was established about 10 years ago as a superannuation invest- 
ment by a local farming family. At this stop we also noted Common 
Wheat-grass Elymus scaber and Variable Plantain Plantago varia. 


The next stop was along Sand Road where the fire had burnt part of 
a pine plantation. The damaged trees were harvested soon after the 
fire and the area 1s now being prepared for re-planting. Some of the 
remaining pines on the edges were blown over during the wet and 
windy spring of 2016. 

Our last stop was on the southern edge of the fire where Williamsons 
Creek crosses Horsehill Road West. The creek bed has a dense 
cover of Common Reed Phragites austalis, Hemp Gynatrix pul- 
chella and Woolly Teatree Leptospermum lanigerum. 


We had lunch at Garibaldi Hall. A veteran car club was also having 
lunch there, with 20 cars of many different makes parked alongside 


the hall. Most people then returned to Sebastopol to celebrate Bull 
Murphy's 90" birthday. 

John Gregurke 
*Bird list prepared by Indra Bone - 18 species seen on the day. 


Laughing Kookaburra Galah 


Crimson Rosella Pacific Black Duck 

Red Wattlebird White-winged Chough 
Wedge-tailed Eagle Shining Bronze-Cuckoo 
Red-browed Finch White-throated Needletail 
Brown Thornbill White-throated Treecreeper 
Spotted Pardalote Yellow-rumped Thornbill 
Striated Pardalote European Goldfinch 

Grey Fantail Eastern Rosella 
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F-NCB Memberships due 


Should you wish to pay your membership at a bank or on line, our 
bank details are : 

Field Naturalists Club of Ballarat Inc., Bendigo Bank, BSB 633 
000 Account no. 1191 12290 


Please remember to add your name 


Ordinary member $35 
Family $55 
Distant member (post. inc.) $20 
Student $15 


Newsletter postage for ordinary member — $12 


Excerpts from meeting minutes, Feb.3, 2017 


Opening and Apologies President welcomed 34 attendees including 
2 visitors and new member, Diane Kinder. In light of the syllabus 
item for the evening, he also made special mention of a number of 
attendees: Edith and Sue Fry and several members who have had a 
long involvement with the club and served it in various capacities: 
Bull Murphy (President in 1972), Claire Dalman (completed 30 years 
on the committee including three as President), Roger Thomas (club 
secretary in 1971), and Ken Hammond (President in 1990 & 1991). 


Apologies: G Binns, A Riddell, M Landry, P Muller, A & I Bone, B 
& K Elder, L Hanrahan, M Moravec, M Sorrell 


Correspondence: IN From John Petheram, club member: forwarded 
email from Alex Schipperen, Parks Victoria. It thanks the FNCB and 
particularly John G and John P. for sharing their insights, knowledge 
and passion for Canadian RP via their vegetation monitoring records. 
Alex provided a hydrology map for the park and species list of seeds 
used in direct-seeding in the park. Alex also articulated the hope that 
FNCB members might be active in veg. management in the park, 
forwarded email re 2017 Autumn Fungus Workshops and Forays A 
Pouliot; requests for help to identify plants. From C Cook, Friends of 
Brisbane Ranges: Brush-tailed Phascogale project update. 


From Debra Cartledge, City of Ballarat: information about Lake 
Wendouree Master Plan Walk & Talk Sessions. 


From Cathryn Pilioussis, DEL WP: acknowledgement of FNCB sub- 
mission to VEAC proposed terms of reference for the Central West 
Forests Investigation. She noted that the investigation was likely to 
commence in Feb or March 2017. 


Business Arising from Correspondence: 


Discussed the scope of FNCB member involvement in Canadian RP 
activities in the future: Could include monitoring, plant/ bird sur- 
veys, participation in planting and/ or weed control. 


Reports: Treasurer's Report: Opening bal: $8084.20; Inc. $0; Exp. 
$395.14; Closing bal: $7,689.06 


Flora monitoring at Canadian Regional Park by FNCB: Some of the 
before and after photos from photo points are on the FNCB website. 


Parks Vic staff are impressed with the quality of the data. John P and 
John G met with Susan, Siobhan and Alex at Parks Vic and supplied 
them with records of photo point monitoring and plant surveys on a 
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USB stick. 


SWIFFT Video Conference- Digital resources, Thurs. Feb 2: Five 
FNCB members attended. Excellent presentations about the Atlas 


of Living Australia, Visualising Victoria’s Biodiversity, the Vic- 
torian Biodiversity Atlas and Bowerbird, a wonderful site that one 
can post images of unidentified flora and fauna on to get help in 
identifying them and finding out more about them. 


General Business 


Peter and Claire not to re-nominate for committee positions at 
AGM so opportunity for other members to join the committee. 
Fran calls for help with newsletter for some months. She is will- 
ing to teach new editor, MS Publisher. 


Show and Tell/ Field Reports 


Paul N. reported the first record of a both a Grey Butcherbird and 
a Purple-crowned Lorikeet (feeding on a Callistemon) at his Mt 
Egerton property. 


Ken H. reported the sighting of a Little Black Cormorant at Paul’s 
Wetland on Jan. 25, an uncommon visitor to the site. At the same 
site, a pair of Dusky Moorhens had some well-developed chicks. 


John Mildren reported 2 Brolgas at Loch Calvert. Andy A. was 
delighted to see further south than usually recorded, a Monarch/ 
Wanderer Butterfly in his urban garden on Scabious flowers. 


Wayne McG. spotted a Swamp Harrier over the Buninyong Fire 
Tower today, and was fairly confident that he had seen a Square- 
tailed Kite the previous week in the same location. 


John P. had enjoyed watching the activities of a Mudlark family 
with five chicks in an industrial estate, and had discovered a new 
plant for Canadian Regional Park, the lovely Tall Lobelia, Lobelia 
gibbosa growing near one of the club’s photo points (CF15). He 
also reported his first sighting of a Marbled Gecko at his house in 
Black Hull, and both Spotted and Rosy MHyacinth-orchids 
(Dipodium pardalinum and D. roseum) in Canadian R P. 


Emily saw flowering Sharp Midge-orchids at her Scarsdale prop- 
erty flowering in December for the first time (usually they are 
found flowering in March-April), and had enjoyed a bumper year 
for both the Spotted and Rosy Hyacinth-orchids in Enfield State 
Park/ Forest at her property. The flowering of Elbow Orchids had 
been disappointing, with only four plants found across three 
known colonies. 
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CALENDAR 2017 


March 

Fri 3 AGM & Club images: Insect and plant interaction 

Sun 5 Mullawallah and other local wetlands: John Gregurke, 
club member 

17-20 SEANA Camp, Sale /Latrobe 

Tues 28 Committee meeting at Fran ’s 

April 

Fri 7 The Falkland Islands - R & C Watkins, Bendigo FNC 

Sun 9 Exc.: Werribee Treatment Plant - John Gregurke and 


Peter Dalman, club members 


Committee 
President John Gregurke 
Vice Pres Fran Hanrahan 
Secretary Emily Noble 


Treasurer Les Hanrahan 


Claire Dalman Val Hocking 
Peter Dalman John Mildren 
Bill Elder Andy Arnold 


Correspondence: PO Box 328W, Ballarat West, 3350 
Email:Secretary:- Emily Noble 
Editor: Fran Hanrahan 


Website: http://fieldnatballarat.wordpress.com 
Club email: ballaratinc@qmail.com 


Meetings are held at the Primary Industries Training Centre, cnr of Gillies 
and Gregory Sts, on the first Friday of the month at 7.30pm.. 
Excursions: Leave from the carpark at the Primary Industries Training 
Centre, cnr Gillies and Gregory Sts. at 9.30 am, unless otherwise advised. 
A monthly publication of the Field Naturalists’ Club of Ballarat Ic. 
Incorporation # AOO14919P ABN 13 150 403 135 
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